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Welcome to a New World...a world where troPicaUung]es hide secret realms;
where young maidens are sacrificed to appease angry gocls and where ball games are
Plaged for the ultimate Prize: the right to live. TI"IiS world is inhabited by great
builders who raise magni?icent cities out of ’chejung!e, bg PeaceFul, mathematical and
astronomical geniuses who have Prcdictcd the end of time, bg ruthless warriors that
tear out the Fingcmails of their Prisoners and ]35 kings who must sPi” their own blood in
order that their reign might be successful. This is a world quite different from your
own. | his is the world of the Maga.

The Maga left an incredible legacg that still amazes us todag. [rom their awe-
insPiring cities to their astounding intellectual achievements, these ancient PeoP]e
accomp]ishcd feats that were far ahead of their time. A]t]ﬂough the evidence theg left
behind tells us much about the Maga, many questions remain unanswered. W]H we
ever have a comPlete Picture of this remarkable civilization? FerhaPs not. However,
the mgsteries that attract us the most are the ones that are the hardest to solve. And
as long as there are People who care to ask questions, there is }'xoPe that we will one
dag find the answers to this enigmatic PeoPle of ’clﬁejungle.

]n 1954, Dr. Henrg Jones led an exPedition of Marsha” Co”ege students to
Mexico in an attempt to answer some of the Pcrplcxing qucstions surrounding the
Maga The Fo”owing questions gui&ed Dr. Jones’ students on their expedition and
like them, you are now chargecl with Finc{ing the answers.

i. Wherc was the Mayan civilization located and how far did their influence

reach?

2. During what time Periocl did their civilization flourish?

3. What was their Physical gcographg like and how did thcy adapt to it?

4. What were the major centers of civilization (’cl'\cir major cities) and what were

theg like?

5. \/\/hat were the major accomplishmcnts of the Maga (in art, architccture,

science, astronomy, etc..)?



6. What were the re]igious beliefs of the Maya?
7. What are the explanations for their sudden demise?

Whilc Conclucting your research, make sure that you can iclenthcg the Fo”owiﬂg
and cxplaiﬂ the signhcicancc of cach:

1. Jikal 5. Bonampak

2. Chichen Jtza 6. sinote

5. Falcnque 7- Qpctzalcoat!

4. Magan calendar

You will find a great deal more information than that which is listed above. (Jse
these items as a starting Point for your investigation; yet be sure that you at least
cover these toPics. As you read, you may find that you have ques’cions oxcﬁour OWI;
one area of their civilization may interest you more than another. Feel free to devote
more coverage to those areas that you like best. Just remember, touch on all of the

above. A}C’cer comple’cing your research, you will summarize 5our1cin&ings ina paper.

(Goo0d luck! Ancl remember, be creative and have fun with it!



